The 44th ESK Home International took us to Northern Ireland, where Route Gun Club were our hosts. The ground was looking great; weather was lovely with a light gentle breeze. Thursday practice day, all nations taking part and catching up with old friends. 
Squadding announced all ready for competition to begin on Friday.
Targets all set and squads ready to play. Scores started coming in, 25s on the scoreboard!! By the end of day one Seniors were looking strong as were the Supervets , Ladies, Juniors and Vets were a little tighter! 

Day two it was all to play for with the last 50 targets. Weather again favourable and the England team at the end of play had swept the board in all categories taking the win!!

We had six new caps this year, Darren Olleranshaw, Michael Kite, Tristan Hockey, Rebecca Hunt, Robert Tucker and Dave Hendon. Darren Olleranshaw posting a superb 99 on his England debut.

Stuart Smith took top England honours with a great 149,  Ladies, Isabel Russell 147, Junior Kian Maher 146, Veteran Paul Stokes 146 and  Supervet Robert Tucker 146.
Robert (Bob) had a great first Home International taking the new cap trophy and Overall winning Supervet.

A shoot off took place for England runner up, Leon Gill, Matt Morgan, Alex Garcia and Isabel Russell all on 147 , Matt taking the win! The only trophy we missed out on was Overall winning Vet ,which Rob Trow of Wales took on a brilliant 148. 

England took Overall winning team and I’m proud to say I took winning manager.

Just for fun ,after all the serious shooting had finished we had a managers round, lots of frivolity, with Gavin Lees from Jersey taking the win ,with his first 25 of the weekend!!

All in all a great event, I couldn’t be more proud!

I’d just like to Congratulate Route gun club on a flawlessly run event. Route is a club run by its members; the time, care and effort put into the ground was apparent. Fantastic targets and great reffing. One of the best Home Internationals, atmosphere on the ground was superb, not sure how you could better it. 

2026 takes us to Ireland , see you there!
Julia Havill, 
England ESK Manager
