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The British Shooting Sports Council 

PRESS RELEASE      

MPs and Peer meet British shooting associations at Westminster 
 
MPs and Peers had a chance to meet Britain’s shooting associations at the House of Commons on 21st October. 10 member associations of the British Shooting Sports Council (BSSC) set out their stall at a ‘Westminster Shooting Fair’ in the Terrace Pavilion. The event provided a ‘one stop’ opportunity for Parliamentarians to meet, talk to and receive information from representatives of the target shooting, quarry shooting and gun trade Associations in advance of the impending House of Commons debate initiated by the shootings in Cumbria earlier this year.
 
Sponsoring the event was BSSC Vice Chairman Tobias Ellwood MP, a competitive pistol shot who trains with the National Pistol Squad. Mr Ellwood emphasised that, while the Home Countries and Isle of Man had won 32 medals for shooting in Delhi, Britain needs better grass-roots training if we are to expect continued success at the Olympics. Lack of state of the art training facilities, particularly for pistol shooters, puts British competitors at a disadvantage. 
 
“The British Shooting Council accepts the needs for safeguards where pistol shooting is concerned, but opposes the draconian measures that prohibit competitive pistol shooting altogether,” said Mr Ellwood. Noting that shooting is an activity that cuts across age barriers and is enjoyed by all parts of society, he stressed that shooting’s rehabilitative benefits for disabled shooters are at the cutting edge of therapies. 
 
“Shooting is increasingly popular among the young, as evidenced by the growth in popularity of the Scout Association’s annual rifle competition and BASC’s ability to recruit 1,000 entries for its Young Shots scheme during 2009.”  He concluded that there is clear potential for British shooters, including pistol shooters, to excel, but without the right support they will flounder. Any change in legislation should promote, rather than hinder, the legitimate shooter, whatever his or her age or shooting discipline.
Photograph of Tobias Ellwood attached: credit Mike Wells
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Tel: +44 (0) 20 7095 8181, E-mail: djpbssc@btconnect.com Mob:  079171 48241, Website: www.bssc.org.uk
The Council is a founding member of the World Forum on the Future of Sports Shooting Activities (WFSA), a NGO in Roster Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.

Constituent Associations: APCTSG, APSI, BASC, CA, CPSA, GTA, ICSI, MLAGB, NRA, NSRA, SAGBNI,  & UKPSA.
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